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BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of meeting held on Thursday, 28 January 2021 at 3.08pm.  Due to the current Corona Virus 

(Covid-19) situation, it took place remotely by use of the Zoom on-line video conference facility. 

Present:  

Organisation: Representative: 

Chairman Mr John Bowden 

Deputy Chairman (in the chair) Mr Nick Kemp 

Secretary Mr George Crowe 

Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL) Mr Andrew Walters, Chairman of BHAL 

BHAL Mr David Winstanley, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

 Mr Peter Thompson, Operations Technical Support 

Manager 

Tandridge District Council Councillor Martin Allen 

London Borough of Bromley (LBB)(Officer) Matthew Amer  

LBB Councillor Graham Arthur 

Flying Clubs and Schools Anoop Bamrah 

London Borough of Bromley Residents Association (BRF) Dr Robert Hadley 

Private Owners Mr John High  

Sevenoaks District Council Councillor Roderick Hogarth 

London Borough of Croydon Councillor Toni Letts 

Biggin Hill Residents Association  Mr Peter Martin  

LBB (Officer) Mr Paul Mellor 

BRF/Leaves Green & Keston Vale Residents Association Mr Peter Osborne  

Chairman of Noise & Safety Sub-Committee (ex-officio) Mr Richard Parry 

Tatsfield Parish Council Mr David Pinchin 

South London Business Mr Deva Ponnoosami 

London Borough of Bromley (LBB) Councillor Melanie Stevens 

Private Owners Mr John Willis 

 

1. Welcome and Chairman’s introductory remarks 

 

1.01 The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting and advised that he was pleased to have been able 

to attend the meeting.  He informed the Committee that the Lymphoma he had been suffering from 

had flared up in September and had caused a lot of damage from which he was now recovering.  He 

thanked members for their good wishes which he had received following previous meetings.  

Members wished him well with his continuing recovery and achieving his health objectives and 

expressed their pleasure in seeing him back at this meeting.    

1.02 It was noted that the Secretary was having IT problems at the start of the meeting and would be 

joining it as soon as possible.  The meeting was being recorded so his absence would not prevent him 

from producing the minutes.  He joined the meeting during the presentation of the item relating to 

Covid-19 in the CEO’s report as recorded in paragraph 6.10 below. 

 

2. Membership 

 

2.01   The Committee noted that there had been no changes of membership since the last meeting.  

  

3. Apologies for absence 

 

3.01 Apologies for absence were received from Reverend John Musson (Bromley Residents Federation) 

and Councillor Becky Rush (Surrey County Council).   

3.02 It was noted that John Musson had appointed Vic Endacott as his substitute but that he also had been 

unable to attend and had presented his apologies.  
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3.03 There were apologies for late arrival from Councillor Martin Allen and Councillor Toni Letts. 

 

4.  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15 October 2020 

 

4.01 The minutes of the meeting had previously been provided to members in draft for suggested 

amendments and, subsequently, in their final form.  As they had already been circulated and 

endorsed by members, the Committee approved them as a correct record.  It was agreed that the 

Chairman would sign them at the earliest opportunity. 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 

 

5.01 There were no matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting that would not be dealt with 

during the consideration of the agenda for this meeting. 

5.02 Later in the meeting when Councillor Allen was present and in relation to paragraphs 8.07-8.10 of 

the minutes of the preceding meeting (15 October 2020), the CEO reported on the faults with 

Webtrak.  He advised that Webtrak had been sent several examples where residents had raised errors 

in the tracking system.  Webtrak had a lot of staff members furloughed but pressure would continue 

to be applied.  In answer to a question from David Pinchin raised under any other business (minute 

11 below) the CEO reported that he believed that the Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) code 

alignment is true and since many airports use Webtrak he had confidence in the system.  However, he 

was concerned about Biggin Hill’s relative position to the radar heads being used and the relative 

performance of secondary radar information which may be where the problem emanates.  He would 

be continuing to push for a response from Webtrak.       

 

6.    Chief Executive Officer’s report 

 

6.01 David Winstanley presented his report which had recently been circulated.  It provided 

 information on the following issues that had arisen during the fourth quarter (October to December 

 2020).    

6.02 Market conditions across Europe - with the assistance of graphs and diagrams produced by WingX, 

the report updated the Committee on aviation activity in all countries in Europe.  The CEO advised 

that the first graph showed that there had been a reduction of 23.3% in total business aviation 

movements globally in the preceding 12 months to the end of December.  Although this was not 

unrepresentative of the aircraft industry generally, business aviation had been more resilient because 

it was regarded as essential travel.    

6.03 The second diagram showed that western Europe was being heavily impacted by the reduction in 

traffic movements but eastern Europe was showing signs of recovery.  The UK’s reduction in 2020 

was 34.6%.  

6.04 Executive Summary – the Summary produced by WingX outlined changes, month to month, in 

global activity year on year, in the year to date and in the main regions.  It also provided a forecast 

for the next 3 months.  The CEO reminded the Committee that the latter had been written before the 

national Covid-19 third wave and lockdown which was currently in effect and prior to the 

identification of Covid-19 variants.  Therefore, the outcomes were likely to be worse than the 

forecast.  He said that projections were difficult to make but suggested that recoveries across Europe 

were likely to vary according to the rollout of vaccination programmes.  Consequently. there was 

likely to be a complicated and challenging scenario for airlines and airport operators for at least the 

next 6 months.      

6.05 Biggin Hill movement summary - the report advised that the last quarter of the 2020 calendar year 

mirrored the previous two quarters, with the second national Covid-19 lockdown impacting on 

movement figures and the aviation industry continuing to be gripped by the pandemic.  The rollout of 
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the vaccine programme was encouraging but the new Covid-19 variant made the recovery look more 

distant.  

6.06 It was noted that whilst October movement figures were promising, the Airport’s dramatic reduction 

in overall movements continued despite it staying open to support essential flying.  Overall, the 

decrease was just under 11k movements compared to 2019.  He said that the month-by-month figures 

shadowed the impact of the pandemic in the UK and that the January 2021 movement figures were 

coming out lower than those for April 2020 which he described as a very bleak picture for the 

Airport.        

6.07 As mentioned at the October meeting, there continued to be some evidence of a move from corporate 

travel using business aviation as opposed to scheduled services but the economic challenges 

remained and the pressure on the aviation industry persisted.  He reminded the Committee that 

general aviation movements were currently not permitted.   

6.08 The following schedule that summarised the operational movements during the fourth quarter of 

 2020 was included in the report: 
 Club 

Circuit 

Club 

Other 

Private 

Owner 

Heritage ATM 

Schld. 

ATM 

Charter 

Corp. 

Jet 

Corp. 

Twin 

Helis. Military Total 

October 73  408  519  345  0  872  311  42  276  1  2,847  

November 64  59  290  85  0  589  195  24  172  0  1,478  

December 73  113  301  5  0  886  183  30  111  2  1,704  

Total  210  580  1,110  435  0  2,347  689  96  559  3  6,029  

Change  -8  -268  -312  144  0  161  -581  -16  -412  -16  -1,308  

Year to Date  1,025  2,696  6,120  2,337  0  10,098  3,070  340  2,468  51  28,205  

6.09 During the same quarter of 2019 they had been: 
 Club 

Circuit 

Club 

Other 

Private 

Owner 

Heritage ATM 

Schld  

ATM 

Charter 

Corp. 

Jet 

Corp. 

Twin 

Helis. Military Total 

October 84  330  549  243  0  786  440  33  343  14  2,822  

November 96  271  471  30  0  694  358  35  349  5  2,309  

December 38  247  402  18  0  706  472  44  279  0  2,206  

Total  218  848  1,422  291  0  2,186  1,270  112  971  19  7,337  

Year to Date 2,060  4,940  12,523  0  0  10,485  4,470  371  4,064  196  39,109  

6.10 Covid-19 - the report advised that the Airport continued to adapt its response to the current pandemic 

crisis.  The strategy of prudent control of costs, active marketing and clear internal and external 

communications continued to be effective.  As mentioned above, the second and third national 

lockdowns, the detection of new variants of the virus and the significant increase in infection rates 

had presented new challenges for the Airport.  

6.11 The Airport continued to follow Government guidance and amend its Covid-19 Health Action Plan 

in reaction to changing policies, procedures and practices.  Some additional guidance and restrictions 

had been introduced at the Airport in December in anticipation of the third national lockdown and 

some examples were set out in the report and outlined by the CEO at the meeting.   

6.12 The Airport had remained open throughout the crisis, as part of the national transport infrastructure 

in line with Government guidelines.  This was vital to support the import and export of goods, 

medical equipment and supplies.  It also operated a full range of business flights and, as a port of 

entry, the Airport followed all quarantine restrictions.  

6.13 It was noted that the Airport had received some complaints that the Airport was still open and the 

CEO reminded the Committee of the flights that were regarded as essential and the ways that they 

were monitored by the Airport and controlled by the UK Border Force were summarised by the CEO. 

6.14 Since the Covid-19 outbreak in March 2020, there had been 9 confirmed cases with relatively minor 

symptoms within the business with no staff-to-staff transmission.  Only two had not yet recovered.  

In late November, the Airport became the first Airport in the UK to establish a Covid-19 testing 

facility.  The Mansi Suite located within the Lookout Café had provided tests for over 3,000 people 

during November and December.  It continued to offer tests to the Airport and local communities.  

The Committee was informed that the suite was named after a local doctor, Dr Joe Mansi, who was a 
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hero in limiting fatalities while attending to victims at the Airport after it suffered a devastating raid 

during the second world war.   

6.15 As part of the Executive Team’s continual review of the Airport’s Covid-19 Health Action Plan, the 

CEO had commissioned a short report to assess the viability of introducing a formal testing regime 

for all staff.  It concluded that satisfactory measures had been implemented to prevent the spread of 

the virus and that a routine testing programme would not be reasonably practicable when weighed 

against other mitigating measures.  This decision would be continually reviewed.  The Airport’s 

priority continued to place people before profit and Protect the Business, Protect Jobs and Protect 

each other.  
6.16 Deva Ponnoosami asked a question relating to reports of disruptions to the delivery of vaccines.  The 

CEO replied that the Airport had been used for flights that were purely for delivering vaccines to the 

UK and there had been no problems with these delivery flights.  Neither had there been any problems 

with the provision of Covid-19 testing materials and equipment for the Mansi Suite.  Peter Martin 

asked how the new legislation requiring people coming into the country to be quarantined would be 

enforced for business flights.  The CEO responded that this requirement would be for the Border 

Force and the Police to implement.  He outlined the procedure that would be used.  Councillor Toni 

Letts congratulated everyone involved in keeping the Airport open and for their resilience in these 

difficult times.  Referring to the people who had complained that flights were continuing she 

commented that the Airport had existed for 100 years.  The Chairman said that he thought there 

would be a lot of other people who would concur with her observations.  The CEO said that he would 

pass them on to the Airport team.    

6.17 UK aviation policy and Biggin Hill Airport (LBHA)   

London Airspace Modernisation Programme (LAMP) - the Committee was informed that, following 

discussion with the Airspace Change Organising Group (ACOG), it had been decided to pause the 

LAMP Airspace Change Programme (ACP) for Biggin Hill.  The CEO said that the deferment was 

sensible because the change programme was based on there being a third runway at Heathrow 

Airport.  The challenge to the decision to allow the construction of the runway on the ground that it 

did not take account of the Paris accord on climate change would delay the project. 

6.18 Aviation Strategy 2050 Green Paper - this work was also in abeyance during the Covid-19 crisis and 

the CEO commented that he would be surprised if one outcome of the pandemic would not be to 

completely review the future of aviation.  He hoped that the Government would now recognise that 

there were various sub-sectors of the aviation industry that provide distinct services.  The Airport had 

been emphasising that it should recognise the difference between major hub airports, reliever airports 

and specialist airports such as Biggin Hill.   

6.19 RAF Northolt - it was confirmed that RAF Northolt had been de-notified from the UK Aeronautical 

Information Publication (AIP).  However, the Airport continued to assess the impact on operators and 

the CEO advised that he would be reporting any further significant updates to the Committee.  The 

CEO added that de-notification from the AIP makes it harder for aircraft to operate out of Northolt 

because it indicated that it was separately regulated and they need to have to different conditions.  He 

was putting pressure on the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to ensure that this was made evident and 

the Commercial Director was speaking to some air operators to find out if they would be continuing 

to use Northolt.  Later in the meeting Deva Ponnoosami commented that it will be interesting to see 

how Northolt is compensated for loss of income due to the pandemic relative to commercial airports.  

The Chairman said, however, that Northolt could receive funding through a military budget.  The 

CEO added that Northolt was regarded fondly by some senior Royal Air Force personnel.   

6.20 Airport facilities - the CEO prefaced this part of his presentation by informing the Committee that, 

despite the pandemic, BHAL was continuing to invest in the Airport at the present time. 

6.21 03 GPS approach - it was noted that the CAA had confirmed that the 03 GPS Approach had entered 

its final stage of the approval process.  The Instrument Flight Procedure (IFP) design stage was 

checking that the designed route matches the route consulted upon and meets the Procedures for Air 
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Navigation Services - Aircraft Operations design requirements.  The CAA had also requested that the 

Airport provide additional training to its controllers to allow them to pass traffic information using 

the Air Traffic Management ATM system.  The CEO expected to get notification in the next few 

weeks that this final stage had been passed.  The Airport would then enter the Aeronautical 

Information Regulation and Control (AIRAC) process, the stages of which were outlined to the 

Committee.  It was anticipated that the start of this process would take place on 19 February and that 

the revised approach would go live on 20 May.  The subsequent Post-Implementation Review would 

then take place to ensure that the approach operates exactly in accordance with what was consulted 

on and approved.   

6.22 Runway/Taxiway works - the Airport had commenced surface testing works on taxiway Foxtrot and 

planned to extend its resurfacing programme to taxiways Alpha and Delta towards the later part of 

this year. 

6.23 Instrument Landing System (ILS), runway 21 - the CEO advised that the replacement of the ILS had 

been finalised for March 2021 and that all enabling works had been completed.  It was hoped the new 

ILS would be fully operational by 1 April.  

6.24 21 RNAV Overlay Airspace Change - the CEO reported the Airport had completed the first 

engagement required for Stage 1 of the runway 21 Area Navigation which involves the establishment 

of design principles through engagement with airport stakeholders.  It was noted that Peter Thompson 

would be making a presentation later in the meeting on the proposals for airspace change to the north 

of the Airport (see item 11 below). 

6.25 Additional Hangar Developments - the Committee noted that, notwithstanding the adverse effects of 

Covid-19, the Airport was experiencing strong demand for additional hangar space.  It was intending 

to meet this demand and contractual discussions would be taking place.  The CEO commented that it 

was good news for the local economy that companies were looking at the Airport as a place in which 

to invest.  Such developments would need to go through the appropriate planning processes but no 

applications had yet been made. 

6.26 Tenants and businesses at Biggin Hill - members noted that the Airport had been working tirelessly 

to support key partners across the Airport.  The return to light general aviation activity had been most 

welcomed.  Key tenants and partners continued to be supported with a range of initiatives to help the 

Airport community to tackle the challenges presented by Covid-19.  Deva Ponnoosami asked 

whether it had been possible for the Airport to help tenants with business rate reductions which the 

Government had announced that it wanted businesses to receive.  The CEO replied that the main 

thrust had been made by the Airport Operators Association (AOA) and that he had, through the 

AOA, recently written to the Prime Minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer asking for an early 

decision to be made on the rate relief issue.  There had also been mention of a cost reduction package 

to assist airports to cover their fixed costs and he anticipated that an announcement could be made 

imminently.  He added that the Airport had been trading at a loss for 3-4 months and that the form of 

any relief was not yet known.       

6.27 Although they had not been approved by the BHAL Board, the Airport was investigating how it 

might manage Airport charges during the next financial year.  In answer to a question from Deva 

Ponnoosami, the CEO advised that the executive team of the Airport had been studying the Airport’s 

budget with a view to looking at whether it would be prudent to attempt to persuade the Chair of 

BHAL to keep charges at their current level to assist tenants and users in these difficult times whilst 

still having a viable Airport financial situation.     

6.28 Economic Development/LoCATE@BigginHill  

 Bombardier Hangar development - the hangar development was proceeding and was ahead of budget 

and time.  The external cladding and doors were in place and the building was fully watertight.  Most 

of the works were now focused on the internal fitout.  The project was still targeted for completion in 

April 2022.  Richard Parry asked how many additional staff would be employed in the hangar and the 
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CEO guessed that it would be in the region of 120 engineers although he would need to check and 

confirm that figure.          Action:  CEO 

6.29 In answer to a supplementary question from Richard Parry the CEO advised that the two hangars that 

would be vacated by Bombardier will be occupied by two other companies. 

6.30 College Update - the Committee heard that the Airport continued to wait to hear from the London 

South East Colleges (LSEC) regarding funding from the Greater London Authority for the 

construction of the long-awaited aerospace technical college (see also paragraph 9.04 below).    

6.31 Airport Hotel - the development of the Airport Hotel had been slowed down as the result of a few 

planning challenges around drainage.  These challenges had recently been resolved and the planning 

applications had been altered accordingly and it was hoped that work would commence on site in 

March.  The target completion date would now come slightly after the opening of the Bombardier 

hangar in April 2022.  It had been made clear to LSEC that the hotel development would be 

proceeding whether the proposed college would be built in the near future or not. 

6.32 West Camp Development - it was noted that the Airport continued to engage with Pentridge Estates, 

English Heritage and the Borough of Bromley regarding progress of viable and credible plans for the 

development of elements of West Camp.  The CEO added that it was hoped that more information 

about the plans could be brought to a future meeting.     

6.33 Health & Safety/security - the report advised that there had been no significant security breaches or 

occurrences since the last report.  Health and Safety activity had focused on the protection of staff 

against the risks of Covid-19.   

6.34 Environment - the CEO’s report referred to the quarterly report produced by Bickerdike Allen 

Partners LLP (BAP) about the noise contour maps (see minute 7 below).    

6.35 Members echoed the Chairman’s comments when he thanked the CEO for his excellent report which 

had been produced in challenging times.   

 

7. Noise contours 

 

7.01 The CEO reported on the quarterly report produced by Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) about 

the noise contour maps that were attached to the CEO’s report and had been previously circulated.   

7.02 The CEO summarised the BAP report by saying that, as usual, all noise levels remained well within 

the agreed limits set out in the Airport’s Noise Action Plan (NAP).   

7.03 It was noted that, for the daytime and early morning periods both contour areas were well within the 

areas prescribed.  There had been 27 movements during the late evening period (10 - 11pm), with a 

maximum of 3 movements in a single late evening period which occurred on three days.  There had 

been 41 movements during the early morning period (6.30 - 7pm), with a maximum of 3 movements 

on three days.  For both periods this was fewer than the limit of 8 movements in a single late evening 

or early morning period, excluding military movements.   

7.04 The noise contour maps were based on the average daily movements in the period and showed that 

for the daytime period the contour area limit was 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours were to be used 

to keep it no more than 2.9 km2.  The area for the quarter’s contour was less at 1.2 km2.   

7.05 For the late evening period reasonable endeavours were to be used to keep the contour area no more 

than 1.3 km2.  The area for this contour was less at 0.3 km2.  For the early morning period 

reasonable endeavours were to be used to keep the area no more than 2.2 km2.  The area for the 

contour was lower at 0.5 km2.  

7.06 The CEO commented that the change in opening hours had been important to the Airport’s business 

model by increasing choice and flexibility but the uptake had not led to the above limitations being 

exceeded.  He added, however, that it was recognised that the Covid-19 pandemic had significantly 

reduced movement numbers. 
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8. Report by the Chairman of the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee 

 

8.01 Complaints and comments - the report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the fourth quarter of 2020 

had been emailed to members shortly before the meeting.  It showed that during the three months 

there had been 6,029 movements at the Airport compared with 7,337 in the same quarter of 2019.   

8.02 In addition to the report referred to in the preceding paragraph the following had also been emailed: 

o the report of Richard Parry, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee; 

o a paper providing outline information about the complaints/infringements and, where they 

had been also referred to the Airport’s Safety and Noise Abatement Review Board 

(SANARB), a summary of the Board’s findings and its decisions; 

o a map that plotted the areas from which the complaints/comments had emanated.  

8.03 Richard Parry apologised for the late submission of his report and introduced his presentation of it by 

saying that it had been a quiet month.  His report advised that, including the automatically identified 

track deviations, there had been a total of 76 incidents/complaints.  15 of the complaints were about 

noise (including 5 that were about ground noise, running of aircraft engines and auxiliary power 

units) and 52 alleged track deviations (including 16 which were automatically identified minor 

deviations), alleged track deviations and 10 complaints alleged low flying.  One individual had 

submitted 14 complaints of which none were substantiated.  It was noted that 27 incidents were 

referred to SANARB, 20 of these via the Automatic Track Violation Detection system.  

8.04 The Committee was informed that none of the noise and low flying complaints were substantiated 

and all substantiated track violations, which were also examined by SANARB, received written, 

minor infringement warnings.  Some of the people written to would have repercussions if they were 

to reoffend.    

8.05 During the quarter there were 70 Safety Reports of which 23 were Mandatory Occurrence Reports 

(MORs) which are submitted to the CAA, 7 of the MORs related to laser attacks on aircraft inbound 

to runway 21 in the Orpington area. 

8.06 Councillor Allen referred to the reference in Richard Parry’s report to 22 off-track complaints having 

emanated from the Tatsfield area.  He said it gives the impression that Tatsfield residents were 

always complaining when in fact only 7 had been complaints and 16 had been identified 

automatically by the tracking system.  It also suggested that little progress on eliminating 

infringements was being made.  He added that at the last meeting (paragraph 8.08 of the minutes) it 

had been agreed that the paper providing outline information about the complaints/infringements 

would advise as to whether the pilot had received previous infringement warnings.  He said that it 

was important for progress to be seen to being made although it was understood if Covid-19 was 

causing the delays.  He added that he did not think that he had made a complaint about an aircraft 

that had not come from Biggin Hill Airport and conjectured that if that had been the case it could be 

because of the problems with Webtrak referred to in paragraph 5.02 above.   

8.07 Richard Parry pointed out that the last 16 entries on the infringements report were shown as having 

been automatically identified by the Noise Monitoring and Tracking system (NMTK) but he 

undertook to arrange for it to be clearly shown in the text of his report where infringements were 

automatically identified. 

8.08 The CEO thanked Councillor Allen and David Pinchin for their assistance in addressing the Webtrak 

issues and their patience over the time it was taking to resolve them.  He also said that, whilst in one 

sense it was disappointing that there were 16 automatically identified infringements, it also showed 

that the Airport was holding itself accountable.  He undertook to arrange for the infringements report 

to indicate more clearly the automatically identified ones and for second and any subsequent 

infringements to be shown together with actions taken against serial offending pilots.  David 

Winstanley went on to say that at present, after issuing a warning, the Airport tends to seek 

compliance from the pilot and/or operator.  However, it is emphasised to them that if they comply for 



Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee minutes, 28 January 2021 (final version for confirmation at the next meeting)  

 

 

8 

 

a period of time and then reoffend, it would be regarded as a continuing breach and dealt with 

accordingly.   

8.09 In conclusion, the CEO paid tribute to the excellent work being done by Matthew Amer in 

challenging the Airport in a constructive way in conjunction with the review the NAP that was taking 

place.  Part of that review was to see if some of the terminology could be simplified including over 

the use of technical aviation abbreviations to eliminate confusing terms, particularly regarding 

responding to complaints.   

8.10 The CEO also added that there was some resistance from pilots whose workloads were high.  He 

stressed that his main priority was safety and he was emphasising to them that they must comply with 

procedures.  

8.10 John High asked whether the small change that had been made in the right turn departure procedure 

on runway 21 had made a difference.  The CEO confirmed that it had resulted in an immediate 

ceasing of complaints.  He apologised that he had not mentioned it to the Committee before and 

thanked the light and general aviation community for their cooperation and responding so quickly.  

There was work in hand to address the issues with the spitfire left turn procedure.  

8.11 Richard Parry informed the Chairman of BHAL and the CEO that he had experienced some 

outstanding work from members of the Airport’s staff recently.  

 

9. Planning issues 

 

9.01 London Plan - Paul Mellor reported that it was expected that the new London Plan would be 

published in February.  The Secretary of State could raise further objections during a 6-week period 

and will be responding by 1 February but it was not anticipated that any further alterations would be 

required as the amendments directed previously had now all been actioned and incorporated into the 

latest version.  However, the Secretary of State had had written to the Mayor of London noting the 

need for further consideration to be given to the Supreme Court’s decision in relation to the Airports 

National Policy Statement and to whether it has any implications for the Plan.  There were two new 

changes to the Plan, namely: 

o a default definition of a tall building (6 storeys or 80 metres in height) particularly for 

boroughs that do not have a such a definition.  Bromley does not have such a definition; 

o local authorities proposing to release Green Belt land to accommodate new housing may 

alternatively allocate industrial land in exceptional circumstances.   

9.02 Permitted Development Rights (PDR) - referring to the information mentioned in the minutes of the 

16 July 2020 meeting (paragraph 9.01) and the last meeting (paragraph 9.03), Paul Mellor advised 

that: 

o from April new flats created through PDR will need to comply with minimum space and fire 

safety standards; 

o there is to be on consultation on the create a new PDR allowing from August the conversion 

of any Class E commercial (retail, restaurants or offices) use to residential use. 

9.03 Noise monitoring compound - Paul Mellor advised that planning permission had now been granted 

for the compound at the north of the Airport. 

9.04 College Update - the Committee was informed that he did not have an update on the progress of the 

planning application for the proposed aerospace technical college.  An application for design and 

landscaping changes for the college was still pending.  He undertook to provide an update in due 

course (see also paragraph 6.30 above).    

9.05  Congestion charge extension - the Chairman referred to a suggestion that there could be a congestion 

charge for people coming into the Greater London area from Kent and Surrey.  He asked if there was 

any view on its possible effect on areas such as Biggin Hill bearing in mind the additional cost to 

people that commute to the area to work.  Paul Mellor commented that it was not strictly a planning 
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matter but commented that it could potentially have an economic effect on the Airport.  He said that 

he would consult on the issue with colleagues and report back on the outcome of the discussions. 

9.06 Green Belt and Metropolitan Open Land - Deva Ponnoosami said that there was land adjacent to the 

Airport and close to it that was designated as Green Belt and Metropolitan Open Land and asked 

about how it might be affected by the planning reforms and the resulting review of the Local Plan.  

Paul Mellor replied that it was his understanding that such land would retain its protected status.  

There was currently no pressure for such protected land to be released for housing purposes and he 

did not anticipate that this would change in the foreseeable future.  He added that he had mentioned 

previously that he anticipated that the Airport site itself could be designated as a renewal zone which 

would allow appropriate growth and developments to take place.     

 

10. Community Relations 

 

10.01 Press cuttings - the press cuttings for the last quarter had been circulated with the agenda for the 

meeting.  The Chairman commented that due to the restrictions on activity due to the pandemic there 

were fewer press cuttings than usual. 

10.02 Councillor Allen referred to a comment in the press cuttings about the Airport growing and having a 

lot more flights when he thought that there was a limit on the number of movements.  The CEO 

responded by saying that there was a limit of 124k movements in the Airport lease.  In addition, in 

the NAP there was a voluntary cap of 50k movements for the first 5 years of the agreement for the 

extension of the Airport’s opening hours.  It was the CEO’s understanding that the cap expires in 

July.  However, the Airport will consider a revised voluntary cap as part to the NAP review.  As 

mentioned in paragraph 8.09 above, the NAP was currently being scrutinised as it was due for review 

in July.  David Winstanley added that the Airport would continue to grow and had the potential for 

more flights but that there could also be a change in the composition of the flights.  There could be 

more business movements whereas general Aviation was currently finding the economic situation 

difficult and its number of movements could reduce.  In 2019 which was a busy year for the Airport 

there had been only 39k movements.     

10.03 Deva Ponnoosami said that he understood that London City Airport (LCA) had been restricted from 

any further expansion and he wondered whether Biggin Hill Airport could profit from that.  The CEO 

confirmed that this understanding was correct and advised that there was a cap on its number of 

movements because of it being in the capital.  In addition, LCA has geographical limits due to the 

nature of the site on which it is built. Furthermore, pilots are required to have certain certification 

because of LCA’s unusual approach characteristics.  It was probably unable to expand beyond 5.5m 

passengers per annum.  It was possible but reasonably unlikely that Biggin Hill would get additional 

movements from that source.   

10.04 Andrew Walters said that there was nothing that was happening at LCA that would affect Biggin Hill 

significantly.  LCA had very few business jet movements so that there was minimal potential for  

Biggin Hill to pick up flights from there; a maximum of two per day possibly.  He would not want 

people to think that there were plans for big changes at Biggin Hill.  Furthermore, when the NAP was 

produced, BHAL did not foresee there being any more than 50k movements per annum in the four 

years to 2020 and the company was prepared to provide a forecast of what was expected to happen 

during the next five years.   

10.05 The Chairman commented that, from his reading the CEO’s report and particularly the item about the 

Bombardier hangar, it appeared that the expected growth was with aircraft coming to the Airport for 

maintenance and leaving some days later and related to additional employment and less to aircraft 

movements.  Andrew Walters confirmed that it had been the Airport’s underlying strategy since 2010 

to build on its industrial base with the view to making more money from rents than from landing 

fees.  This would make the Airport a quieter neighbour.  He anticipated that because of the Covid-19 
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pandemic resulting in travel restrictions the aircraft industry would be depressed for a few years.  

However, as it recovered it was hoped that when it revived, more tenants could be attracted.    

 

11. Any other business 

 

11.01 21 RNAV Overlay Airspace Change - referring to paragraph 6.24 above, Peter Thompson presented 

the proposals for this airspace change.  In his introduction he advised that the change involved a new 

approach for runway 21 which would replicate an existing procedure so should produce minimal 

impact.  It would introduce a slightly steeper approach path so may provide the opportunity for 

environmental improvements such as lower CO2 production, lower fuel burn and reduced noise and 

these possibilities would be investigated throughout.  The approach would be satellite-based and it 

was intended that it would be implemented in early 2023.  The CAA requires that the Airport 

engages with stakeholders on the change and it was intended that the consultation exercise would 

take place during summer 2021.  The two reasons for the changes were outlined: 

o it would add a layer of resilience to the airport operation by providing a second instrument 

approach in the event that the current procedure was unavailable; 

o it was a requirement to be compliant with regulatory requirements and would meet the 

requirements within the CAA airspace modernisation strategy. 

11.02 The stages of the procedure being followed in accordance with CAA regulatory requirements, 

including the consultation on the design principles, were outlined.    

11.03 In answer to questions from Councillor Allen and John High it was noted that: 
o although the CAA requires all available options for flightpaths to be considered the intent is to 

replicate the existing approach and, therefore, NSAs will be protected; 

o it was anticipated that the flightpath would steepened to 3.5° and it would be a condition that the 

ILS would also be set at 3.5°.  the RNAV approach to runway 03 and the flightpath will also be 

set at 3.5°. 

11.04 Chairman’s concluding remarks - at the conclusion of the meeting the Chairman commented that he 

hoped that the national pandemic situation would continue to improve up to the next meeting.   

 

12. Dates of next meetings  

 

12.01 The Committee was reminded that it had been agreed that the next meetings would be held at 3pm on 

the following dates: 

o  Thursday, 29 April 2021; 

o Thursday, 29 July 2021; 

o Thursday, 28 October 2021; 

o Thursday, 27 January 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 4.45pm. 
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 NOISE CONTOURS – 2020 Q4 

Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) have been retained by London Biggin Hill Airport to produce 
noise contours for presentation at the quarterly Noise & Safety Sub-Committee, which considers 
the Noise Comments for the previous quarter. This note summarises the 2020 Q4 noise contours 
and the movements in the late evening and early morning periods. 

The contours are based on the average daily movements in the period 1st October to 31st 
December. There were 27 movements during the Late Evening period (22:00-23:00), with a 
maximum of 3 movements in a single Late Evening period, which occurred on three individual 
days. There were 41 movements during the Early Morning period (06:30-07:00), with a 
maximum of 3 movements in a single Early Morning period, which occurred on three individual 
days. For both periods this is less than the limit of 8 movements in a single Late Evening or Early 
Morning period. Movements by military aircraft have been excluded. 

Noise contours have been produced for the Daytime (07:00-23:00), Late Evening, and Early 
Morning periods using the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Integrated Noise Model (INM) 
software (Version 7.0d) based on the aircraft activity, and allowing for local terrain and the 
results of a validation exercise which compared the measured results at the Airport’s noise 
monitors in 2019 with predicted levels for individual aircraft movements. 

The 2020 Q4 contours are shown in the attached Figures A11103-N16-01 to A11103-N16-03 at 
values of 57, 63 and 69 dB LAeq,T. With the changes to the operating hours the airport has a limit 
on the area of the 57 dB daytime contour, and has to use reasonable endeavours to keep the 
area of the 57 dB contour for each of the three periods smaller still. Strictly these requirements 
apply to the summer period, 16 June to 15 September inclusive, rather than the 2020 Q4 
contours. 

For the daytime period the contour area limit is 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours are to be 
used to keep it no more than 2.9 km2. The area for the 2020 Q4 contour was less at 1.2 km2. For 
the late evening period reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 
1.3 km2. The area for the 2020 Q4 contour was less at 0.3 km2. For the early morning period 
reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 2.2 km2. The area for the 
2020 Q4 contour was less at 0.5 km2.  

This analysis indicates that the airport has operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action 
Plan. 

-x-x-x-x-x-x- 
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Town Date Time
Noise abatement 

violation

No of 

Specific 

flights in 

message

Action to 

reporter
Event Explanation

SANARB Outcome 

(warning/fine/ban)

Orpington 04.10.20 08:02
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield 05.10.20 10:26
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Woldingham 14.10.20 12:06
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Sidcup 14.10.20 22:33
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield 19.10.20 10:24
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Orpington 21.10.20 08:15
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield 22.10.20 10:33
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield 22.10.20 11:29
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Tatsfield 27.10.20 13:10
No 1 Letter Not Biggin Hill

Box Hill 02.11.20 06:40
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield 03.11.20 10:29
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Sidcup 04.11.20 10:49
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Unknown 04.11.20 10:55
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 09.11.20 10:06
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 09.11.20 15:03
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Orpington 11.11.20 06:02
No 1 Letter Not Biggin Hill

Orpington 11.11.20 06:10
No 1 Letter Not Biggin Hill

Orpington 11.11.20 06:10
No 1 Letter Not Biggin Hill

Orpington 11.11.20 16:18
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Orpington 11.11.20 16:25
No 1 Letter Not Biggin Hill

Farnborough 12.11.20 12:09
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Farnborough 13.11.20 17:25
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement WarningOff Track

Noisy 

Noisy

Off Track

Off Track

Low Flying

Low Flying

Noisy/Low Flying

Noisy/Low Flying

Noisy/Low Flying

Off Track

London Biggin Hill Airport Quarterly Complaints Report: Q4 2020

Main Complaint

Noisy/Low Flying

Off Track

Noisy/Low Flying

Low Flying

Off Track

Low Flying

Off Track

Noisy/Low Flying

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track



Farnborough 13.11.20 19:26
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 15.11.20 18:28
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 16.11.20 18:08
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 18.11.20 08:08
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Box Hill 20.11.20 17:45
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 20.11.20 12:03
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 21.11.20 09:01
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Farnborough 23.11.20 12:00
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Farnborough 24.11.20 13:08
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 24.11.20 11:43
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 24.11.20 11:59
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 24.11.20 17:29
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 24.11.20 21:31
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 24.11.20 17:46
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 25.11.20 08:01
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Keston 23.11.20 09:50
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Keston 23.11.20 11:18
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Farnborough 29.11.20 11:18
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 29.11.20 13:46
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 30.11.20 17:38
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Farnborough 03.12.20 07:52
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 05.12.20 11:38
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 05.12.20 11:46
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Farnborough 05.12.20 11:51
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Biggin Hill 08.12.20 08:22
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Biggin Hill 09.12.20 17:14
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Ground Noise

Off Track

Ground Noise

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Noisy

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Low Flying

Off Track



Farnborough 13.12.20 13:10
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Farnborough 13.12.20 13:10
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Keston 14.12.20 22:19
No 1 Letter Not Biggin Hill

Keston 15.12.20 07:35
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield 17.12.20 10:20
Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

Box Hill 20.12.20 11:47
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Keston 23.12.20 08:47
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Woldingham 24.12.20 08:30
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Biggin Hill 27.12.20 16:20
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Cudham 27.12.20 16:20
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Green St Green 27.12.20 16:20
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

Downe 27.12.20 16:27
No 1 Letter Compliant flight/s

* NMTK - Tatsfield
05.10.20 12:27

Yes 1 Letter SANARB Minor infringement Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
07.10.20 13:20

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
16.10.20 11:36

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
22.10.20 11:53

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
22.10.20 15:26

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
19.10.20 09:35

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
27.10.20 11:23

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
04.11.20 14:27

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
05.11.20 16:02

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
06.11.20 16:15

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
06.11.20 16:49

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
07.11.20 13:11

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
10.11.20 10:27

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
17.11.20 13:23

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning
Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Non Essential Travel

Off Track

Low Flying

Ground Noise

Ground Noise

Off track

Ground Noise

Ground Noise

Off track

Off track

Off track



* NMTK - Tatsfield
05.12.20 11:32

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield
15.12.20 14:27

Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor Infringement 

Warning

Off track

Off track
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