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BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of meeting held on Thursday, 29 July 2021 at 3pm at Biggin Hill Airport. 

Present:  

Organisation: Representative: 

Deputy Chairman (in the chair) Mr Nick Kemp 

Secretary Mr George Crowe 

Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL) Mr Andrew Walters, Chairman of BHAL 

Mr David Winstanley, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

Tandridge District Council Councillor Martin Allen 

London Borough of Bromley (LBB)(Officer) Matthew Amer  

Flying Clubs and Schools Anoop Bamrah 

London Borough of Bromley Residents Federation (BRF) Dr Robert Hadley 

Sevenoaks District Council Councillor Roddy Hogarth 

London Borough of Croydon Councillor Toni Letts 

Biggin Hill Residents Association  Mr Peter Martin  

 Reverend John Musson 

BRF/Leaves Green & Keston Vale Residents Association Mr Peter Osborne  

Chairman of Noise & Safety Sub-Committee (ex-officio) Mr Richard Parry 

South London Business Mr Deva Ponnoosami 

LBB Councillor Melanie Stevens 

Private Owners Mr John Willis 

 

 

1. Welcome and Chairman’s introductory remarks 

 

1.01 Nick Kemp welcomed members to the meeting and referred to it being good that the Committee was 

able, once again, to meet in person rather than being held remotely using Zoom. 

 

2. Appointment of Chairman 

 

2.01 The Job Description and Person Specification for the appointment of the Chairman was tabled and it 

was noted that the Committee’s Constitution provides that the Chairman and Deputy Chairman are 

appointed by the Airport in consultation with the Committee.  The Committee was also informed that 

the Constitution requires that the appointees will be independent of the Airport management and not 

associated or connected with any sectional interest. 

2.02 Andrew Walters advised that he was proposing to ask Peter Greenyer to be the Chairman.  He was a 

good friend of the previous Chairman, John Bowden, and they had shared ownership of a small 

airfield.  He was a Director of Harris Holdings (Grays) Ltd., a privately-owned group consisting of 

commercial vehicle dealerships and supportive services to the road and fuel distribution industry.  He 

was also a director of a business based at Biggin Hill Airport but was otherwise independent of the 

Airport’s management.  He asked for the Committee’s views on whether Mr Greenyer would be seen 

as sufficiently independent to serve as Chairman.    

2.03 The Chairman commented that he thought that Peter Greenyer was a good candidate.  In answer to a 

question from Councillor Martin Allen about whether he would need to declare pecuniary interests, 

Andrew Walters reminded the Committee that it was a consultative one and advisory only.  It does 

not have any executive powers and its discussions do not normally lead to votes.  The CEO 

commented that he could declare any interests if necessary.  Councillor Toni Letts commented that 

he would appear to have the knowledge and experience that was apposite for the role.  Anoop 

Bamrah said that Peter Greenyer was in an area of business under constant scrutiny and one in which 

there was no vested interest in seeing the Airport grow without the appropriate checks and balances.  

He described him as a real gentleman and said that he was level-headed.  His primary interest would 
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be in seeing that the Committee was run impartially and that decisions of the Airport management 

were well considered.  Other members commented on the importance of the type of knowledge, 

relevant experience and qualities which it appeared that Peter Greenyer had for the role and indicated 

that they would welcome the appointment.    

2.04 However, Peter Osborne urged a cautious approach as his view was that focus groups outside the 

Airport might consider that the proposed Chairman was too closely associated with the Airport.  

Councillor Martin Allen added that he was unhappy with the proposal as Mr Greenyer had a 

sectional interest and asked that his disagreement with it be recorded.  Richard Parry responded that 

John Bowden, the previous excellent Chairman, was a pilot so could be said to have had a sectional 

interest.   

2.05 The CEO commented that Peter Greenyer’s involvement in the Airport was in an area of the Airport 

where he would not be able to directly benefit from membership of the Committee.  He had the 

ability to effectively challenge the Airport’s management and would do so.   

2.06 It was proposed that the meeting should move on to the next business and the Chairman did so. In 

doing so he said that he believed the Committee had been appropriately consulted.  Whilst he 

acknowledged the comments from Mr Osborne and Councillor Allen, he reminded the Committee 

that the appointment of the Chairman of the Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee was the 

responsibility of the Airport and that it appeared that the majority of members present would 

welcome the appointment of Peter Greenyer.      Action: CEO    

 

3. Membership 

 

3.01 The Committee noted that there had been no changes of membership notified to the Secretary since 

the last meeting. 
 

4. Apologies for absence 

 

4.01  Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Graham Arthur (LBB), Mr John High (Private 

Owners), Mr David Pinchin (Tatsfield Parish Council), Councillor Becky Rush (Surrey County Council) and 

from Mr Paul Mellor (LBB officer). 
4.02 Apologies for late arrival were received from Councillor Toni Letts and Deva Ponnoosami. 

 

5.  Minutes of the previous meeting held on 29 April 2021 

 

5.01 The minutes of the meeting had previously been provided to members in draft for suggested 

amendments and, subsequently, in their final form.  As they had already been circulated and agreed 

by members, the Committee approved them as a correct record.  It was noted that due to the previous 

five meetings being held on-line, the minutes of the previous six meetings had not been signed and 

the Deputy Chairman was authorised to sign them. 

 

6. Matters arising from the minutes 

 

6.01 There were no matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting that would not be dealt with 

during the consideration of the agenda for this meeting. 

 

7.    Chief Executive Officer’s report 

 

7.01 The CEO, David Winstanley, presented his report which had recently been circulated.  It provided 

 information on the following issues that had arisen during the second quarter (April to June 2021).   
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7.02 Market conditions across Europe 

With the assistance of graphs and diagrams produced by WingX, the report updated the Committee 

on aviation activity.  The CEO, in his presentation of the report, advised that the first diagram 

revealed that, in January, movements in Europe had been down by 23.3% and in June they were 12% 

down year-on-year.     

7.03 The second diagram showed the effect of the uncertainty produced by the Government’s changes to 

its ‘traffic light’ system which was producing a slow increase in movements in Europe with varying 

outcomes from country to country.  The CEO also mentioned that it was interesting that the United 

States of America’s internal market was buoyant whereas trans-Atlantic movements were flat.  The 

market in the Middle East was also recovering.        

7.04 Executive Summary  

The Summary produced by WingX outlined changes, month-to-month, in global activity year-on-

year, in the year to date and in the main regions.  It mentioned that the Covid-19 delta variant and 

slowing vaccinations threatened a slowdown in the recovery.   

7.05 Biggin Hill movement summary  

The CEO’s report advised that the movements in the second quarter of the year showed an increase 

when compared to the same quarter in 2020, a slow but steady recovery across the industry from the 

impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.  The roll-out of the vaccine programme was encouraging but the 

unpredictable management of the traffic light travel restrictions posed significant challenges for the 

industry.  The report added that the growing impact of leaving the European Union did little to 

support an optimistic view of the next 12 months.  

7.06 June had been a busy month for the Airport, with traffic levels mirroring those of 2019 but the 

economic environment remained challenging.  Analysis from WingX suggested there was a 

continuing increase in corporate travel being undertaken via business aviation and this was something 

on which the Airport would endeavour to capitalise.  The Airport had gained respect for staying open 

during the pandemic and it had been variously the first and second busiest London business aviation 

airport.  The CEO advised that Biggin Hill’s recovery was a month behind the projection but it was in 

a positive trading position.   

7.07 The following schedule that summarised the operational movements during the first quarter of 

 2021 was included in the report: 
 Club 

Circuit 

Club 

Other 

Private 

Owner 

Heritage ATM 

Schld. 

ATM 

Charter 

Corp. 

Jet 

Corp. 

Twin 

Helis. Military Total 

April 188  422  627  191  0  754  221  31  218  4  2,656  

May 52  513  527  534  0  964  296  36  267  5  3,194  

June 66  594  537  758  0  1,095  348  42  277  7  3,724  

Total  306  1,529  1,691  1,483  0  2,813  865  109  762  16  9,574  

Change  12  1,521  528  1,383  0  1,340  344  18  371  -9  5508  
Year to Date  421  1,571  2,291  1525  0  4,242  1,220  163  1,070  25  12528  

7.08 During the same quarter of 2020 they had been: 

 Club 

Circuit 

Club 

Other 

Private 

Owner 

Heritage ATM 

Schld  

ATM 

Charter 

Corp. 

Jet 

Corp. 

Twin 

Helis. Military Total 

April 45  2  69  0  0  308  121  14  85  9  653  

May 159  4  466  5  0  462  134  21  106  4  1,361  

June 90  2  628  95  0  703  266  56  200  12  2,052  
Total  294  8  1,163  100  0  1,473  521  91  391  25  4,066  

Year to Date 537  736  2,499  207  0  3,906  1,465  152  1,042  33  10,577  

7.09 Covid-19  

The report advised that the Airport had remained open throughout the crisis in line with Government 

guidelines and continued to adapt its response to the current crisis.  The strategy of prudent control of 

costs, active marketing and clear unambiguous internal and external communications, continued to 
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be effective but the recent increase in infection rates as mass public events were permitted, was 

giving rise for some concern.  The Airport continued to follow Government guidance and amend its 

Covid-19 Health Action Plan in reaction to changing policies, procedures and practices.  However, it 

was noted that it was intended that, despite the Government’s roadmap for the lifting of restrictions, 

the Airport was likely to maintain more stringent Covid-19 to ensure it continued to protect 
passengers and staff.  These measures would be reviewed when at least until two-thirds of the staff 

complement had received two doses of the vaccine.  Some members of staff had reservations about 

the vaccines and the management was only able encourage them to have them.  Consideration was to 

be given as to whether to include the requirement for new members of staff to have the vaccinations 

in their contracts of employment.   

7.10 It was vital that airports remained open to support the import and export of goods, medical equipment 

and supplies and Biggin Hill had also operated a full range of business flights.  As a port of entry, the 

Airport was following all quarantine restrictions regarding entry into the country.  As a result of an 

inspection and audit by both the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and Public Health England, the 

Airport received approval of compliance with the implementation of International Civil Aviation 

Organisation’s Council's Aviation Recovery Task Force Take-Off Guidance criteria to permit the 

Airport to receive flights from red list countries.   

7.11  The way the red list country arrivals procedure had operated was outlined and the CEO’s report 

commented that its success illustrated how the Airport had maintained a safe operating environment 

throughout the pandemic.   

7.12  Since the Covid-19 outbreak, there had only been 10 recorded positive cases within the business all 

of which involved relatively minor symptoms and all staff members had now returned to work.  

There had been no staff-to-staff transmission.  Overall sickness and absence levels remained 

remarkably low and over 69% of the staff members had received their first dose of a Covid vaccine 

and approximately 39% have received both doses.  It was noted that two air traffic controllers 

(ATCs) were absent with Covid and eight other officers were absent because they had been in 

contact with them.  The Airport was currently operating with 4 ATCs and had liaised with the 

regulator to ensure compliance with licence requirements. 

7.13 In answer to a question about people visiting the Airport the CEO informed the Committee that contractors 

and other visitors were required to be fully vaccinated or have a negative test result.   
7.14 The Airport’s testing facility continued to operate and had been extremely active supporting crews, 

members of staff and residents.  The Mansi Suite, located within the Lookout Café, had provided 

tests for over 4,256 people since it opened last year.  The CEO added that there was some pressure 

from nearby residents to reopen the Café.  Arrangements could be made for the Mansi suite to be 

moved elsewhere and the Café reopened as soon as possible.  

7.15 UK aviation policy and Biggin Hill Airport  

 London Airspace Modernisation Programme (LAMP) - the report advised that Government funding 

was now in place and that the Airspace Change Organising Group (ACOG) was getting LAMP back 

on track.  Progress towards completion of Stage 2 was proceeding at pace and the Airport had started 

to re-establish the bilateral agreements with Heathrow and Gatwick airports.  The LAMP programme 

was critical to ensuring that the Airport would be able develop modern routes that would be both safe 

and reduce noise impact on residents.  Furthermore, the CEO added, the Heathrow and Gatwick 

airports agreements help to protect Biggin Hill and district residents.    

7.16 Aviation Strategy 2050 Green Paper - it was noted that work continued to be in abeyance during the 

Covid-19 crisis.   

7.17 RAF Northolt 

The Committee was informed that the Airport, in conjunction with both Farnborough and Oxford 

airports, had written to the Secretary of State for Transport regarding RAF Northolt’s continued 

focus on attracting civilian operators.  Additionally, the CEOs of both Biggin Hill and Oxford had 

raised the subject of RAF Northolt directly with the Minister for Aviation.  Biggin Hill Airport had 
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engaged directly with aircraft operators regarding the access and validity of performance data 

relating to RAF Northolt’s runway.  As an example, the CEO told the Committee that the obstacle 

data information for Northolt Airport was two years out-of-date.  It was noted that, irrespective of 

whether the operator was flying into a military aerodrome, ultimate responsibility for the conduct of 

such a flight was with the CAA. 

7.18 In response to questions, the CEO reported that Robert Courts: 

o had said that he would discuss the issue with the Department for Defence; 

o was now aware of the longstanding issue and correspondence with the CAA about civilian 

use of Northolt Airport.   

7.19 Members of the Committee commented that: 

o aside from the unfair civilian aviation competition from Northolt, its safety issues particularly 

since it had been de-notified from the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) was a 

concern and there was an increased terrorism risk from the use of it by members of the 

Government; 

o ministers could save taxpayers’ money by using scheduled services.  

7.20 Airport facilities  

03 GPS approach - members of the Committee were advised that, whilst the project had entered the 

final stage of its approval process, progress continued to be frustratingly slow.  Whilst the CAA had 

now confirmed that the airspace change proposal would not be rejected for non-standard elements, 

the onus was on the Airport to prove that the approach would be safe and flyable.  The Airport was 

still at Stage 5 of the procedure and intended to close off all outstanding elements as soon as 

practicable.  The complexities involved in this final stage was making predicting an operative date 

extremely challenging. 

7.21 The CEO also reported that the cost of the exercise to the Airport was already approximately £500k 

and he mentioned that the allegation by Flightpath Watch that the Airport was delaying 

implementation of the proposal was disingenuous.  He commented that potentially LBB should be 

more robust it its challenge to Flightpath Watch.   

7.22 Runway/Taxiway works - the CEO reported that the resurfacing works on taxiways Delta and Foxtrot 

were now completed.  The planning for additional apron space in front of hangar 446 was complete 

and the Airport was phasing this work with other development priorities.  

7.23 Fuel Farm development - it was noted that the Airport would soon commence work to increase 

capacity at its existing fuel farm and improve infrastructure to meet new Government regulations 

coming into force in 2023.  Additionally, the Airport had commenced the supply of sustainable 

aviation fuel on 1 April 2021.  The CEO advised that this fuel which came from Norway was twice 

the price of the usual fuel and that to date there had only been two transactions.  It was anticipated 

that the price of sustainable fuel would fall.      

7.24 21 RNAV Overlay Airspace Change - the CEO reported that Stage 2 of this procedure had been 

completed and that the Airport was now responding to the initial feedback received from the CAA.  It 

was not possible to proceed to Stage 3 until all CAA observations had been addressed and received 

formal approval. 

7.25 Enhancements to Churchill Way - the Committee was notified that the Airport was working with 

relevant local companies and planning a series of improvements to Churchill Way, which would 

include a new gateway entrance, improved lighting and improved pedestrian and vehicle segregation.  

7.26 Additional Hangar Developments - the Airport continued to see a strong demand for additional 

hangars which it was meeting through emerging contractual discussions.  The CEO confirmed that 

such developments would need to go through the appropriate planning processes and that, when 

appropriate, the Committee would be briefed on any specific proposals. 

7.27 Tenants and businesses at Biggin Hill 

Members noted that the Airport was continuing to support key partners across the Airport with a 

range of initiatives to help the Airport community to tackle the challenges presented by Covid-19.  
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The CEO mentioned that one company had received assistance from the Airport. The return to light 

general aviation activity (GA) had been most welcomed and the Airport had chosen to freeze some 

charges and offer additional discounts for light GA to encourage the policy of a Return to the Skies.  

7.28 Economic Development/LoCATE@BigginHill  

Bombardier Hangar development - the hangar development was proceeding rapidly and the inner 

concrete floor was currently being laid.  Whilst the impact of Brexit on the supply chain and dealing 

with Covid-19 was challenging, early completion had been agreed.  Practical completion was 

targeted for December 2021.     

7.29 College Update - the report informed the Committee that London South-East Colleges (LSEC) had 

advised that, resulting from Covid-19 and a need to rationalise its educational facilities, it had 

decided to build the aerospace college at its Bromley campus.  The Airport and its resident businesses 

were continuing to work in partnership with LSEC to provide aircraft and facilities to students on its 

aerospace and technology courses.   

7.30 The CEO added that 25 new apprentices were now working on the Airport.  Reverend John Musson 

and Councillor Melanie Stevens mentioned that Cudham Parish Church had a small amount of funding to 

support unsponsored male apprentices.  The CEO undertook to inform Bombardier.    Action:  CEO 

7.31 Airport Hotel - the CEO’s report informed the Committee that the Airport was awaiting approval of 

an application for amendments to the existing permission for the Airport Hotel and Paul Mellor’s 

report (see minute 10 below) advised that the application had been approved.   

7.32  It was noted that the Principal Contractor had been identified and a Letter of Intent issued.  The 

Airport had appointed a General Manager and the Committee was confirmed that the hotel was to be 

named The Landing Biggin Hill.  The target completion date was November 2022.   

7.33 West Camp Development - it was noted that the Airport continued to engage with Pentridge, English 

Heritage and the London Borough of Bromley on a Master Plan for the potential redevelopment of 

elements of West Camp including bringing some building back into use for community purposes.  It 

was intended that there would be some public access.    

7.34 Proposal to Amend the Airport’s User Clause - the CEO opened this section by referring to his email 

enclosing the letter dated 24 May to members of the Committee.  It had enclosed the report to LBB’s 

Executive about the Airport’s application for the variation of the user clause of the Airport lease to 

permit individual fare paying passengers to use corporate jets on a shared costs basis.  He apologised 

that the Committee had not received advance notice of the application but stressed that discussions 

with LBB’s officers were subject to without prejudice and Chatham House rules.  He said that 

discussions had been taking place with LBB about the consultation exercise.  A leaflet about the 

proposed initiative was tabled and the Committee was informed that a brochure was available.   

7.35 The proposal would enable more efficient use to be made of aircraft and it is a service that is 

available at other airports.  Furthermore, the CEO was not aware of any other airport that was not 

allowed to have fare paying passengers on non-scheduled flights.  

7.36 The Committee was informed that at the meeting with LBB’s Executive on 26 May, that it was the 

Airport’s belief that the application had not been fully considered and the Airport had been accused 

by the elected members that the legal application letter was threatening and bullying.  This, together 

will the accusation of failing to consult with the Committee, was somewhat disingenuous and 

hypocritical.  The matter had been the subject of discussions with LBB for nine months.  LBB 

officers been asked for their comments on the draft letter and the councillors had seen the 

confidential report on the application.  LBB had requested extra time for the matter to be considered 

and the Airport had agreed an extension.  The application letter had mentioned that an appeal would 

be made to the Lands Tribunal if necessary. 

7.37 The CEO said that Flightpath Watch was saying, in its letter dated 28 July, that it was the Airport’s 

intention to operate scheduled flights.  This was not so and, in any case, the cost of providing the 

infrastructure to accommodate such flights would be prohibitive.  He added that the Airport’s lease 

requires the Airport to maximise the economic benefit of the asset.  LBB gets 12% of profits.    
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7.38 In answer to a question from Peter Martin about when the last meeting had been held with the Leader 

of the LBB’s Council, the CEO advised that several requests had been made to engage with elected 

members but to no avail during this process.  The first meeting had been held on 19 July and it had 

addressed other subjects as well as shared flights.  Peter Martin commented that this suggested a lack 

of engagement by LBB.  Councillor Melanie Stevens referred to a trial period for the proposal having 

been suggested and the CEO said that this would cause difficulties for the operator but accepted that 

this could have been put forward at the meeting with the LBB Executive if the Airport 

representatives had been given the opportunity.  Deva Ponnoosami’s questions elicited the response 

that the lease allowed for the Airport to have 125k movements per annum but the number had peaked 

at about 39k.  This proposal was likely to only produce an additional 3-4k flights.  LBB had asked 

why the request had been rejected but no reason had been provided except that the elected members 

did not like being threatened and bullied.    

7.39 Andrew Walters referred to a previous application from a former on-Airport company to be able to 

sell empty seats.  This had been approved by LBB but the initiative proved not to be successful.  

Furthermore, the lease provided for a scheduled service to France but this was not wanted.    

7.40 The Committee agreed that its Chairman would write to the Leader of the Council and CEO of LBB 

asking for a meeting with them on the application and that the Committee’s Chairman should be 

present at any such a meeting.  The Committee noted that Matthew Amer had taken no part in the 

discussion of the application and had abstained from taking part in this decision. 

7.41 Health & Safety/security 

The report advised that there had been no significant security breaches or occurrences since the last 

report.  Health and Safety activity had focused on the protection of staff against the risks of Covid-

19.   

7.42 Environment  

Noise contours  - the CEO’s report referred to the quarterly report produced by Bickerdike Allen 

Partners LLP (BAP) about the noise contour maps (see minute 8 below).  

7.43 Airports Council International (ACI) Airport Carbon Accreditation Scheme - the Committee noted 

that the Airport continued to progress its commitments as part of the ACI Airport Carbon 

Accreditation Scheme.  Its Sustainability Statement outlined its commitment to support LBB’s 

intention to become carbon neutral by 2029.  The Airport had embarked on a range of environmental 

measures and had announced the appointment of an Environmental and Sustainability Advisor.  The 

CEO outlined the procedures being followed to map the current environmental situation.  Initiatives 

already adopted by the Airport were mentioned including drink containers made from sugar cane and 

the purchase of electric vehicles. 

7.44 Noise Action Plan (NAP) review - the Committee had previously received the draft of the revised 

NAP.  The CEO’s report advised that, as part of the Deed of Variation relating to the Airport’s 

operating hours in 2017, it was agreed that a review of the NAP would be carried out every 5 years.  

The Airport had almost completed the review and it was expected that it would be forwarded to LBB 

shortly once all feedback and comments had been considered.  

7.45 A copy of Matthew Amer’s initial views on the reviewed Plan which had been produced for the Chief 

Executive of LBB had also been circulated to the members of the Committee.  Matthew Amer 

emphasised that the paper contained his initial comments only and did not in any way represent the 

opinion of Bromley Council.   

7.46 The revised Plan was presented and outlined by the CEO and he referred to previous discussions at 

meetings of this Committee and to Flightpath Watch having challenged the accuracy of Webtrak.  It 

was noted that on the day prior to the meeting an exercise had been carried out to assess the accuracy 

of Webtrak.  The CEO had flown with an experienced pilot in a basic aircraft whilst Colin Hitchens 

had been an observer on the ground.  The plane had taken off without using the transponder until air 

traffic control had directed the pilot to turn it on.  It had flown at 1,800 feet to prove that the radar 
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used by Webtrak was able to track it.  The aircraft’s movements had been correctly tracked by 

Webtrak and observed to have been accurate to within 10 metres by Colin Hitchens.   

7.47 Councillor Martin Allen referred to Webtrak having not spotted two aircraft and to it having 

identified the colour of an aircraft incorrectly. He also mentioned that it had tracked a Spitfire 

movement inaccurately by more than 10 metres.  In addition, he said that he had sent evidence of 

Webtrak’s inaccuracy to the CEO.   In response the CEO said that there are 19 issues that can distort 

of persons visual perception of the position of an aircraft.  He added that Webtrak tracks aircraft 

returning to the runway and enables them to land on it.  This would not be possible if it was as 

inaccurate as suggested.   

7.48 It was noted that the review had been shared with both the Safety and Noise Abatement Review 

Board (SANARB) and the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee.  The Noise and Safety Sub-Committee 

at its meeting held on the day of the Consultative Committee’s meeting had asked for two further 

exercises to be carried out.  Matthew Amer and David Pinchin had agreed to be the observers and the 

CEO undertook to accompany Councillor Allen to observe the exercise from the latter’s garden.  

7.49 Andrew Walters said that Webtrak uses radar and SkyDemon satnav-based software and asked 

whether it would be possible for them to be reconciled.  The CEO commented that this suggestion 

had also been made by the SANARB and agreed that this would be carried out as part of the 

exercises referred to above.  A copy of the letter dated 27 July 2021 from Jim Gautrey, the Chair of 

SANARB commenting on the review of the NAP had also been received.   

7.50  The Committee concurred with SANARB’s recommendations as set out in that letter. 

7.51 Spitfire operation - referring to paragraph 8.12 (29 April 2021), the CEO reported that there had been 

complaints about movements by Spitfire aircraft.  He advised that these are basic aircraft and that 

their control was under separate scrutiny by the CAA and use gaps in Class G airspace.  Their routes 

are deliberately varied.  Visual flight rules are applied and the pilots are very experienced.  The CEO 

advised that he meets with representatives of the Heritage Hangar and complaints were taken very 

seriously.  John Willis added that the Heritage Centre pilots are very cognisant of the rules and 

Spitfires do not only fly from Biggin Hill.   

7.52 Councillor Roddy Hogarth said that a person who corresponds with him about complaints regarding 

the Spitfire movements feels very aggrieved but other residents are delighted to see them in 

operation.  Richard Parry reported that it was at the suggestion of the Noise and Safety Sub-

Committee that the routes were varied.  The length of time that a Spitfires engine noise is heard had 

been measured at 25 to 28 seconds and at 13 minutes in total each day.  Some residents were 

concerned that they were purposely being victimised but most complaints about the aircraft were not 

substantiated.      

7.53 The CEO undertook to produce a briefing note on Spitfire movements and to invite the complainants 

to visit the Airport to view their operations. 

 

8. Noise contours 

 

8.01 The CEO reported on the quarterly report produced by Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) about 

the noise contour maps that were attached to the CEO’s report and had been previously circulated.   

8.02 It was noted that, for the daytime and early morning periods both contour areas were well within the 

areas prescribed.  There had been 40 movements during the late evening period (10 - 11pm), with a 

maximum of 7 movements in a single late evening period which occurred on one day.  There had 

been 41 movements during the early morning period (6.30 - 7pm), with a maximum of 2 movements 

on one day.  For both periods this was fewer than the limit of 8 movements in a single late evening or 

early morning period, excluding military movements.   

8.03 The noise contour maps were based on the average daily movements in the period and showed that 

for the daytime period the contour area limit was 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours were to be used 

to keep it no more than 2.9 km2.  The area for the quarter’s contour was less at 1.6 km2.   
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8.04 For the late evening period reasonable endeavours were to be used to keep the contour area at no 

more than 1.3 km2.  The area for this contour was less at 0.2 km2.  For the early morning period 

reasonable endeavours were to be used to keep the area no more than 2.2 km2.  The area for the 

contour was lower at 0.6 km2.  

8.05 The summary of the BAP report advised that the analysis indicated that the Airport had operated in 

accordance with the NAP.    

 

9. Report by the Chairman of the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee 

 

9.01 Complaints and comments - the report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the second quarter of 2021 

had been tabled at the meeting.  It showed that during the three months there had been 9,574 

movements at the Airport compared 4,066 in the same quarter of 2020.   

9.02 In addition to the report referred to in the preceding paragraph the following had also been emailed to 

members on the day of the meeting: 

o the report of Richard Parry, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee; 

o a paper providing outline information about the complaints/infringements and, where they 

had been also referred to the Airport’s Safety and Noise Abatement Review Board 

(SANARB), a summary of the Board’s findings and its decisions; 

o a map that plotted the areas from which the complaints/comments had emanated.  

9.03 Richard Parry’s report advised that, including 24 automatically identified track deviations, there had 

been a total of 108 incidents/complaints which had been submitted by 23 individuals.  It was also 

noted that the summary of the report advised that there had been 36 track infractions, two noise 

complaints and no significant safety problems arising from the movements during the quarter.      

9.04 Councillor Martin Allen said that there had been 35 movements over Tatsfield so there was still a 

problem.  The CEO agreed and said that the issue was being addressed as well as possible and John 

Willis said that some pilots of visiting aircraft were a problem.  Richard Parry added that very few of 

the offending movements were anything other than clipping the very edge of the Noise Sensitive 

Area. 

 
10. Planning issues 

 

10.01 In his absence, Paul Mellor provided a report that was tabled before the start of the meeting.  In 

addition to the information about the college and hotel developments (paragraphs 7.29 – 7.32 above), 

it provided information about a consultation on the proposed construction of a storage building with 

ancillary office space, etc., to the north of the terminal area at the Airport.   

10.02 The report also included information about: 

o the London Plan; 

o the Government’s planning reforms; 

o permitted development rights; 

o LBB charging schedule; 

o Bromley and Orpington Town Centre supplementary development documents.       

 

11. Community Relations 

 

11.01 Press cuttings - the press cuttings for the last quarter had been circulated with the agenda for the 

meeting.  

11.02 There were no comments on the press items.    
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12. Any other business 

 

12.01 Flightpath Watch - in answer to a question from Deva Ponnoosami the Committee was informed that 

Flightpath Watch was a pressure group.  The CEO advised that it tended to complain to LBB as the 

landlord about Airport issues and refuses to engage with the Airport.   

12.02 The suggestion was made that representatives of Flightpath Watch should be invited to attend a 

meeting with the Committee.  It was agreed that the Chairman of this Committee would write to 

Flightpath Watch to invite them to tour the Airport followed by a meeting with the Committee to be 

held on the same day and, say, an hour prior to the next meeting of the Committee to be held on 

Thursday, 28 October 2021. 

 

13. Dates of next meetings  

 

13.01 The Committee was reminded that it had been agreed that the next meetings would be held at 3pm on 

the following dates: 

o Thursday, 28 October 2021; 

o Thursday, 27 January 2022. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 5.45pm. 
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 LONDON BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT 

 A11103-N20-DR 

 21 July 2021 

 NOISE CONTOURS – 2021 Q2 

Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) have been retained by London Biggin Hill Airport to produce 
noise contours for presentation at the quarterly Noise & Safety Sub-Committee, which considers 
the Noise Comments for the previous quarter. This note summarises the 2021 Q2 noise contours 
and the movements in the late evening and early morning periods. 

The contours are based on the average daily movements in the period 1st April to 30th June. 
There were 40 movements during the Late Evening period (22:00-23:00), with a maximum of 7 
movements in a single Late Evening period, which occurred on 23rd April. There were 41 
movements during the Early Morning period (06:30-07:00), with a maximum of 2 movements 
in a single Early Morning period, which occurred on 7 individual days. For both periods this is 
less than the limit of 8 movements in a single Late Evening or Early Morning period. Movements 
by military aircraft have been excluded. 

Noise contours have been produced for the Daytime (07:00-23:00), Early Morning and Late 
Evening periods, using the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Integrated Noise Model (INM) 
software (Version 7.0d) based on the aircraft activity, and allowing for local terrain and the 
results of a validation exercise which compared the measured results at the Airport’s noise 
monitors in 2019 with predicted levels for individual aircraft movements. 

The 2021 Q2 contours are shown in the attached Figures A11103-N20-01 to A11103-N20-03 at 
values of 57, 63 and 69 dB LAeq,T. With the changes to the operating hours the airport has a limit 
on the area of the 57 dB daytime contour, and has to use reasonable endeavours to keep the 
area of the 57 dB contour for each of the three periods smaller still. Strictly these requirements 
apply to the summer period, 16 June to 15 September inclusive, rather than the 2021 Q2 
contours. 

For the daytime period the contour area limit is 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours are to be 
used to keep it no more than 2.9 km2. The area for the 2021 Q2 contour was less at 1.6 km2. For 
the late evening period reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 
1.3 km2. The area for the 2021 Q2 contour was less at 0.2 km2. For the early morning period 
reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 2.2 km2. The area for the 
2021 Q2 contour was less at 0.6 km2.  

This analysis indicates that the airport has operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action 
Plan. 

-x-x-x-x-x-x- 
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Town Date Time
Noise abatement 

violation

No of 

Specific 

flights in 

message

Action to 

reporter
Event Explanation

SANARB Outcome 

(warning/fine/ban)

Orpington 01.04.21 11:30 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement Second 

Warning

Farnborough 01.04.21 11:31 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement Second 

Warning

Biggin Hill 03.04.21 10:58 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Woldingham 03.04.21 12:55 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 06.04.21 09:51 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 08.04.21 11:37 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Orpington 09.04.21 11:43 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 12.04.21 10:03 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 12.04.21 11:11 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 16.04.21 12:26 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 16.04.21 14:04 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 17.04.21 16:30 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 18.04.21 11:00 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Woldingham 18.04.21 11:57 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 18.04.21 14:38 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 18.04.21 15:00 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 19.04.21 11:26 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Noisy

London Biggin Hill Airport Quarterly Complaints Report: Q2 2021

Main Complaint

Low flying/Noisy/Off track

Low flying/Off track

Noisy

Low flying

Low flying

Off track

Off track

Noisy/Off track

Noisy/Off track

Noisy

Noisy

Noisy

Noisy

Noisy/Fumes

Noisy

Noisy/Off track



West Malling 19.04.21 17:24 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 20.04.21 11:42 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Farnborough 20.04.21 12:02 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 20.04.21 19:30 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 21.04.21 15:56 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 21.04.21 16:57 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 23.04.21 18:25 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 23.04.21 22:11 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 24.04.21 09:31 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 24.04.21 12:03 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Woldingham 24.04.21 19:38 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Woldingham 25.04.21 10:30 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 26.04.21 12:58 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 28.04.21 unknown N/A 0 N/A N/A

Warlingham 28.04.21 13:15 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 29.04.21 12:22 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 29.04.21 15:03 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 29.04.21 15:25 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Farnborough 29.04.21 18:41 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 29.04.21 18:46 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Off track

Off track

Off track

Noisy/Off track

Delay implementation of 03 GPS approach

Noisy

Noisy

Circuits - Awaiting response from complainant for specific time

Circuits

Noisy

Noisy

Low flying

Low flying

Noisy

Off track

Noisy

Low flying

Low flying

Off track

Off track



Farnborough 01.05.21 08:31 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 07.05.21 09:25 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 07.05.21 16:52 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

West Malling 09.05.21 12:05 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 09.05.21 12:50 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 10.05.21 12:14 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 10.05.21 18:37 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

West Malling 11.05.21 13:10 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 13.05.21 09:20 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Petts Wood 17.05.21 12:05 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Petts Wood 17.05.21 12:10 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 23.05.21 09:32 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 26.05.21 10:46 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 26.05.21 10:47 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 28.05.21 15:05 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 28.05.21 16:04 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 10:09 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 10:00 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 10:29 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 11:16 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Off track

Off track

Off track

Noisy

Noisy

Off track

Noisy

Noisy

Off track

Noisy

Noisy

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Frequent

Frequent

Frequent

Frequent

Frequent



Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 11:26 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 11:36 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 12:01 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tunbridge Wells 29.05.21 12:46 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Woldingham 30.05.21 17:32 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Woldingham 30.05.21 17:32 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 02.06.21 15:58 TBC TBC TBC TBC (backdated complaint)

Orpington 02.06.21 20:25 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Leaves Green 03.06.21 10:17 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 07.06.21 10:21 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 07.06.21 10:23 N/A N/A Letter Duplicate complaint

Tatsfield 08.06.21 12:21 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 08.06.21 14:15 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 08.06.21 14:17 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 08.06.21 16:32 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 09.06.21 14:06 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 09.06.21 14:06 N/A N/A Letter Duplicate complaint

Tatsfield 09.06.21 15:12 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 09.06.21 15:30 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 10.06.21 15:46 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Off track

Off track

Noisy/Off track

Off track

Off track

Frequent

Low flying

Low flying

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Low flying/Noisy 

Frequent

Frequent

Frequent

Off track

Off track



Farnborough 10.06.21 16:15 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 12.06.21 09:49 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 12.06.21 10:12 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 12.06.21 11:53 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 12.06.21 12:15 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 12.06.21 12:26 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 12.06.21 17:11 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 13.06.21 11:51 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 13.06.21 17:03 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Coney Hall 13.06.21 17:43 TBC 1 Letter
Not enough information 

given from complainant

Tatsfield 14.06.21 10:31 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

St Paul's Cray 14.06.21 19:31 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 15.06.21 16:47 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Farnborough 15.06.21 18:53 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 16.06.21 10:04 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 16.06.21 10:05 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 16.06.21 10:07 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 16.06.21 12:06 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 16.06.21 14:02 Yes 1 Letter SANARB
Minor infringement First 

Warning

Tatsfield 16.06.21 14:59 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/sOff track

Off track

Flight path change

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Noisy/Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track

Off track



Tatsfield 16.06.21 15:12 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Tatsfield 16.06.21 16:00 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 23.06.21 11:03 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s (backdated complaint)

Keston 23.06.21 11:09 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s (backdated complaint)

Woldingham 23.06.21 11:14 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 23.06.21 11:15 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s (backdated complaint)

Keston 23.06.21 11:20 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s (backdated complaint)

Tatsfield 24.06.21 09:52 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Biggin Hill 26.06.21 18:15 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 05.07.21 11:35 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

Keston 30.06.21 17:28 No 1 Letter Compliant Flight/s

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.04.08 11:37 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.04.18 14:31 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.04.27 13:42 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.04.27 15:49 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.04.29 15:07 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.02 09:57 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.09 10:28 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.09 13:54 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.09 16:21 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.10 14:22 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

Low flying

Low flying

Low flying

Off track

Ground Noise

Off track

Off track

Off track

Low flying

Low flying

Off track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track



* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.11 11:16 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.12 16:05 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.05.26 10:47 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.05 15:11 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.07 13:23 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.07 13:27 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.07 15:37 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.08 12:21 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.09 12:04 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.09 14:06 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.09 12:42 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.13 11:51 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.16 16:52 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

* NMTK - Tatsfield 21.06.16 14:02 Yes N/A N/A SANARB
Minor infringment      First 

Warning

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track

Off Track
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